


Especially for Kids—The bats under the Congress Avenue Bridge; the Austin Children's Museum; the Barton Springs 
Pool; a ride on the miniature train in Zilker Park. 

Geography 
Most things in Austin are located by their relationship to Interstate 35 and the Colorado River (not the same Colorado 
that runs through the Grand Canyon). The river (somewhat confusingly known as Town Lake in the downtown area and 
Lake Austin farther west because of damming) divides the north and south sides of town; I-35 divides east and west. 
Most attractions of interest to visitors are west of I-35 and within 3 mi/5 km of either side of the river.  

Downtown sits on the north shore of the river immediately west of I-35. The university area begins north of downtown 
and the Capitol District. The West End is immediately west of downtown, on the far side of Lamar Boulevard. Austinites 
used to use the term "South Austin" to refer to any place south of the river, but with the city's growth, much of old 
South Austin is now pretty central. Regardless, central Austin attractions are generally found between the MoPac 
Expressway (Loop 1) and I-35. Likewise, East Austin can mean anything east of I-35, but the areas of most interest to 
visitors are the growing, increasingly gentrified neighborhoods adjacent to downtown and the university. 

A note on the city's numbered streets: Most are on the north side of the river and run east-west. The numbers get 
higher as you move north, away from the river, and the east and west designations indicate where the roads are in 
relation to Congress Avenue (the street running through the center of downtown to the Capitol). There are, however, a 
few numbered streets south of the river. They run north-south and are all designated as south. South First Street is one 
example. 

History 
Before it became the capital of Texas, Austin wasn't Austin—it was the settlement of Waterloo and little more than a 
small group of log cabins. Mirabeau B. Lamar, vice president of the newly independent Republic of Texas, visited 
Waterloo the year it was founded (1838). The site apparently made an impression, for after becoming president of the 
republic the following year, Lamar established the modest settlement as the capital and renamed it in honor of the 
recently deceased Stephen F. Austin, who had led Anglo settlers into Texas.  

The city remained the capital after Texas became part of the U.S. in 1845. During the Civil War, Austin saw no battles 
except for a brief pillaging of the state treasury by some rowdy Texas Confederates. Many in the Austin area were 
opposed to the state's secession from the U.S., an early indication of the liberal tendencies that the city continues to 
maintain. In 1883, when the University of Texas opened, the city assumed the role of college town.  

During the first half of the 1900s, Austin was a quiet and fairly small southern town, though prominent political leaders 
made their mark, among them Lyndon Johnson. The future president of the U.S. entered politics as a state legislator in 
Austin in the 1950s. Lately, of course, Austin has seen both benefits and fallout from the rise and fall of the national 
Republican legislature under former Texas governor President George W. Bush, and his nearby home in Midland has 
kept the city in the news.  

The 1970s and '80s saw Austin's music scene explode into prominence, led by Willie Nelson and Stevie Ray Vaughan. 
The city mushroomed in other ways in the 1990s. As the home of computer-related companies since the 1960s, it was 
well-placed to capitalize on the technology boom. However, when the boom went bust in 2000, Austin's technology 
growth slowed dramatically. Today, homegrown Dell Computers remains one of the area's largest employers, but the 
city credits its ongoing recovery to new jobs in the service and health industries.  

Meanwhile, the Austin-born natural-foods grocery chain Whole Foods has gained a national profile and engendered local 
competition from the specialty supermarket Central Market. Local hero Lance Armstrong survived cancer and won a 
record seven Tour de France championships on his way to becoming one of the nation's most celebrated athletes, and 
school pride got a boost when the 2005 University of Texas Longhorn football team won the national championship. 

Potpourri 
Austin has been the setting for countless novels and the backdrop for an increasing number of movies (Dazed and 
Confused, The Ringer). Politically minded readers will be curious to compare and contrast the novel Waterloo by Karen 
Olsson and the 1961 classic The Gay Place by Billy Lee Bremmer. 

Film stars who call Austin home include Matthew McConaughey and Sandra Bullock. Directors Robert Rodriguez (El 
Mariachi, Sin City, Grindhouse) and Richard Linklater (Slacker, Waking Life) live and work in Austin as well. 

The city is home base for public television's national music show Austin City Limits, which is taped at the University of 
Texas. Since 2002, an immensely popular spin-off three-day outdoor music festival of the same name has brought an 
incredible array of talent to the city late each summer; acts range from Lucinda Williams to Elvis Costello to Al Green. 



Austin is also host to the South by Southwest music, film and interactive festivals, industry showcases that take place 
in the spring and draws lots of onlookers. 

The most famous tree in Austin is Treaty Oak, located at Baylor and Sixth streets, a former meeting place for Native 
Americans. The oak got its name when Stephen F. Austin allegedly signed a treaty with the local tribes at this spot. It is 
an enormous live oak, estimated to be about 500 years old. It was nearly killed when vandals attempted to poison the 
tree in 1989. Today, the city uses the tree to teach about conservation and history. 

Austin is a leader in Wi-Fi technology, with dozens of parks and hundreds of businesses offering wireless service. Since 
2004, a group of local entrepreneurs has been working to "Keep Wi-Fi Free." The Austin Wireless City project provides 
free hot spots, often powered by recycled computers, to any business that requests one. 

Writer William Sydney Porter, better known as O. Henry, spent some time living in Austin. Every May, the O. Henry 
Museum hosts a Pun-Off World Championship competition, which draws a crowd of people who enjoy a good groan and 
roll of the eyes. 

One of Austin's favorite cult musicians, Daniel Johnston painted his iconic Hi, How Are You mural that features a sort of 
alien frog, on the side of what was then a university-area record store. The artwork was later saved from demolition 
and can still be seen at the corner of 21st and Guadalupe streets. 

Austin is a spot of blue in a sea of red. The liberal-for-Texas city is also pretty green—residents are ecominded, and the 
city has won kudos for its Green Building Program, which encourages the use of sustainable building techniques. 

SEE & DO 

Sightseeing 
Many of Austin's most interesting sights are fairly close to the city center, and you could hit a lot of them in a day or 
two of dedicated touring. Begin at the Texas State Capitol, downtown. Take a tour of the building, and then spend some 
time appreciating the pink-granite landmark from the outside. If you don't have time during the day, try after dinner. 
It's open late and is quite striking all lit up at night. 

If you're in the mood, cross 11th Street and take a look at the Governor's Mansion. While downtown, you should head 
south on Congress Avenue to East Sixth Street (known locally only as Sixth Street). If nothing else, stop at the Driskill 
Hotel for a look around the historic building, perhaps pausing for a drink in its upscale, western-themed bar. 

The University of Texas campus lies north of the Capitol. If you have a big appetite for museums, you could fill a day 
there. Stop by the Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library and Museum to see how this Texas-sized politician 
shaped—and was shaped by—the turbulent era during which he served as U.S. president. Try to take one of the tours 
that ascend to the observation deck of the University of Texas Tower. You'll get a great view of the city. The Bob 
Bullock Texas State History Museum, just south of the university, is a good place to get acquainted with the state. 

But much of the city's allure isn't captured in museums or landmarks. Zilker Park is a good place to experience Austin's 
odd combination of laid-back attitude and frenetic exertion. Do a little exercising of your own by walking along the 
Barton Creek Greenbelt that leads south, out of the park. It will give you a taste of the scenic Texas Hill Country that 
stretches to the west of Austin. 

No matter how you spend your days, reserve an hour or so at dusk to see the bats emerge from beneath the Congress 
Avenue Bridge (mid-March to early November). Seen either from atop the eastern side of the bridge or from the lawn 
below, it's probably the city's most distinctive sightseeing attraction. Remember, keep your mouth closed when looking 
up at the bats. 

Historic Sites 

French Legation Museum 
Built in the 1840s, the French Legation is a beautifully preserved French-colonial home from the era when Texas was an 
independent country. A diplomat from France had the building constructed to fit his lavish tastes. Daily except Monday 
1-5 pm. US$5 adults, US$3 seniors (ages 62 and up), US$2 students. 802 San Marcos St., East Austin, Austin. Phone 
512-472-8180. http://www.frenchlegationmuseum.org. 
 
Governor's Mansion 
A quick look at the exterior (through the security fence) will let you appreciate this Greek-Revival design constructed in 
the 1850s, with its stately columns and brilliant white paint job. Take the tour to see the interior. Tours offered 
Monday-Thursday 10 am-noon, departing every 20 minutes (last departure at 11:40 am). Make reservations at least 



one day in advance, and adults must take a photo ID. (Tours are sometimes canceled when the governor is there.) 
Free. 1010 Colorado St. (across from the Capitol), downtown, Austin. Phone 512-463-5518. 
http://www.governor.state.tx.us/about/mansion/tour. 
 
Sixth Street 
Officially named East Sixth Street but usually shortened to Sixth Street, this area has long been famous for its nightlife. 
A collection of buildings from the 1800s lines the street, but they're better known for the bars and restaurants inside 
them than for their historical authenticity. For many, this is the place to be on a weekend night (be aware it can get 
overrun with college students when school's in session). The Driskill Hotel, at the corner of Sixth and Brazos streets, is 
the gem of the area. Built in 1885, it's festooned with balconies and arched doors and windows. Step inside to view its 
elegant lobby. The 200 and 400 blocks are especially rich in 19th-century structures, including the J.W. Hannig Building 
(built in 1876), the Kriesle Building (1860) and the J.L. Buaas Building (1875). The fun is also starting to spread west of 
Congress Avenue, where a good number of restaurants and bars have been opening up. 201 E. Sixth St. (just east of 
Congress Avenue), downtown, Austin. http://www.6street.com. 
 
Stevie Ray Vaughan Statue 
It's not a large or lavish landmark—or even particularly attractive—but the monument to Austin's blues-guitar hero is a 
popular pilgrimage site. Vaughan got his start in Austin's clubs, and he became something of a saint in the city after 
dying in a helicopter crash in 1990. Fans often leave keepsakes at the monument: bottles of booze, guitar picks or 
joints pressed between the metal fingers of the statue. Auditorium Shores (on the south bank of the Colorado River 
across from downtown, near the intersection of First Street and Riverside Drive), Austin. 
 
Texas State Capitol 
You might expect Texas' Capitol to be large, and it is. But it's the beauty of the pink-granite structure that is 
memorable. Inside are literally miles/kilometers of gleaming wood wainscoting, hundreds of doors and window shutters, 
and carefully restored painted surfaces. The rotunda is impressive. Tours of the building will take you into the plush 
legislative chambers, though you can sometimes poke your head in on your own. The lush, shaded grounds surrounding 
the building are a nice place for a picnic. Building open Monday-Friday 7 am-10 pm, Saturday and Sunday 9 am-8 pm, 
with slightly different hours during legislative sessions (call to verify). Tours of the interior operate Monday-Friday 8:30 
am-4:30 pm, Saturday 9:30 am-3:30 pm and Sunday noon-3:30 pm (no tours on major holidays). Free. 1100 
Congress Ave., Austin. Phone 512-463-5495. http://www.tspb.state.tx.us/spb/capitol/texcap.htm. 
 
University of Texas Tower 
This 27-story tower is one of the most recognizable sites in Austin. It's perhaps best known as the location of a sniper 
attack in 1966, but these days, with improved security and safety devices in place, it's a good vantage point for viewing 
the campus and the rest of the city. Whenever a university team wins an important game and during graduation, the 
spotlights shining on the tower glow orange. Tours generally operate during the school year Saturday and Sunday 1-7 
pm; during summer, Thursday and Friday 6-8 pm and Saturday 1-8 pm, although you should check in advance. 
Reservations suggested, though standby tickets are sometimes available shortly before each tour. Tickets available in 
the UT Union Building, Guadalupe and 24th streets. US$5. UT Union Building (near Guadalupe and 24th streets), 
University Area, Austin. Phone 512-475-6633. Toll-free 877-475-6633. http://www.utexas.edu/tower. 

Museums 

Austin Children's Museum 
This downtown museum is also known as the Dell Discovery Center. (It was largely underwritten by Dell Computers 
founder Michael Dell and his wife, Susan.) Let your children design and build their own creations at Tinkerer's Workshop 
or create their own work of art at Creation Station. Austin Kiddie Limits lets budding rock stars sing and play along with 
Willie Nelson, Lyle Lovett and others who have popularized Austin City Limits, a musical showcase that's produced 
locally but broadcast nationally. Various temporary exhibits are also part of the fun. Tuesday-Saturday 10 am-5 pm and 
Sunday noon-5 pm. US$5.50 adults and children age 2 and older, US$3.50 children younger than 2. Pay-what-you-will 
on Community Night Wednesday 5-8 pm. Free to the public Sunday 4-5 pm. 201 Colorado St., downtown, Austin. 
Phone 512-472-2499. http://www.austinkids.org. 
 
Austin Museum of Art 
Exhibits of painting, sculpture, photography and multimedia works change roughly six times a year. Showcased artists 
hail from as nearby as Dallas and as far away as South Africa. The Austin Museum of Art also operates a second 
location, the venerable Laguna Gloria, which has reopened following extensive renovations to the Italianate villa and 
the grounds. There isn't much art to see, but the beautiful landscaping makes for a lovely stroll. (The grounds are open 
Monday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm and Sunday 10 am-5 pm; the house is open daily except Monday 10 am-4 pm. Public 
tours Saturday and Sunday 1 pm. Suggested donation US$3.) Downtown location open Tuesday-Saturday 10 am-6 pm 
(Thursday till 8 pm), Sunday noon-5 pm. US$5 adults, US$4 students and seniors, free for children younger than 12. 
Tuesday is US$1, first Saturday of the month is pay what you wish. 823 Congress Ave., downtown, Austin. Phone 512-
495-9224. http://www.amoa.org. 
 
Blanton Museum of Art 



Renovated and relocated, the Blanton Museum has more exhibition space than ever. The permanent collection includes 
19th- and 20th-century American art, contemporary Latin American art, Renaissance and baroque paintings, and 
plaster casts of ancient Greek and Roman sculpture. The Michener Collection, donated by best-selling author James 
Michener, contains an impressive array of modern and contemporary American works. Tuesday-Saturday 10 am-5 pm 
(third Thursday until 9 pm), Sunday 1-5 pm. US$7 adults, US$5 seniors, US$3 students and children age 13-21. Free 
on Thursday. Congress Avenue and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, University Area, Austin. Phone 512-471-7324. 
http://www.blantonmuseum.org. 
 
Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum 
This museum (named for the Texas politician who championed it) puts Texas history front and center. The changing 
exhibits examine the region from the time of its earliest inhabitants to the 20th century and include a reconstruction of 
the Alamo and artifacts such as Neil Armstrong's space suit and instruments owned by some of the state's country-
music legends. An IMAX theater and a special-effects Texas Spirit theater require an additional admission fee. Monday-
Saturday 9 am-6 pm, Sunday noon-6 pm (later hours for the IMAX theater). Admission to exhibits US$7 adults, US$6 
seniors, US$4 children ages 5-18. The IMAX theater charges US$7 adults, US$5 youths. The Texas Spirit theater 
charges US$5 adults, US$4 youths. Combination tickets available. Parking US$8 (US$2 rebate with museum 
admission). 1800 N. Congress (at Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard), University Area, Austin. Phone 512-936-8746. 
http://www.thestoryoftexas.com. 
 
Elisabet Ney Museum 
One of Texas' oldest museums is located in the former studio of 19th-century sculptor Elisabet Ney. The neoclassical 
building in the historic Hyde Park neighborhood is something to see, and Ney's sculptures—of the so-called "great men" 
of Texas, including Sam Houston, and European personalities—reflect her larger-than-life role as a pioneering female 
artist. Run by the city of Austin. Wednesday-Saturday 10 am–5 pm, Sunday noon-5 pm. Free. 304 E. 44th St., Austin. 
Phone 512-458-2255. http:// www.elisabetneymuseum.org. 
 
Harry Ransom Center 
The University of Texas facility has massive archives, including early manuscripts by Ernest Hemingway, James Joyce 
and Tennessee Williams. There are rotating exhibitions in the gallery space, as well as a Gutenberg Bible on permanent 
display. Emphasis extends beyond the printed word to sculpture and photography; also on permanent display is Joseph 
Nicephore Niepce's 1826 heliograph, considered by some to be the world's first photograph. Tuesday-Friday 10 am-5 
pm (Thursday till 7 pm); Saturday and Sunday noon-5 pm. Free. 21st and Guadalupe (on campus), Austin. Phone 512-
471-8944. http://www.hrc.utexas.edu. 
 
Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library and Museum 
The 36th president of the U.S. hailed from the Texas Hill Country west of Austin and began his political career as a 
state legislator. His library and museum claim to attract more visitors than that of any other U.S. president. The 
museum offers historical and cultural exhibits on the volatile era of the Johnson administration—1963-69. A permanent 
exhibition, The Humor of LBJ, highlights the 36th president's prowess as raconteur: An audio-animatronic model of LBJ 
dressed in ranch duds spins five humorous yarns—actual voice recordings of the president. The gift shop sells vintage 
campaign paraphernalia and reproductions of White House dessert plates. (Those interested in LBJ should also plan a 
visit to his home and other sites in Johnson City: It's a good day trip from Austin.) Library and museum open daily 9 
am-5 pm. Free. 2313 Red River, University Area, Austin. Phone 512-721-0200. http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu. 
 
Texas Memorial Museum of Science and History 
The multistory museum, located on the University of Texas campus, boasts more than 5 million specimens. It offers 
interactive, multimedia displays of native fish and a 3-D display that allows visitors to examine such things as a 
hummingbird's beak from the inside out. Other exhibits focus on items as diverse as gems, minerals, meteorites, 
firearms, crafts, Native American artifacts and fossils. The museum store sells books, toys, jewelry, T-shirts and 
educational gifts. Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-5 pm, Sunday 1-5 pm. Free admission. 2400 Trinity St., 
University Area, Austin. Phone 512-471-1604. http://www.utexas.edu/tmm. 
 
Umlauf Sculpture Garden and Museum 
Located near Zilker Park, this venue presents the works of sculptor Charles Umlauf, a noted artist who taught at the 
University of Texas for many years. More than 60 sculptures are arranged in xeriscape gardens, on a terrace and in an 
indoor gallery. The grounds are shady, which makes for a nice stroll on a sunny day. Some small sculptures and 
watercolors showcase Umlauf's early efforts. Wednesday-Friday 10 am-4:30 pm, Saturday and Sunday 1-4:30 pm. 
US$3.50 adults, US$2.50 seniors, US$1 students. 605 Robert E. Lee Road, Austin. Phone 512-445-5582. 
http://www.umlaufsculpture.org. 

Neighborhoods & Districts 

Bremond Block 
Located west of the downtown high-rises, this block is a showplace of Greek Revival and Victorian homes built in the 
1800s. The trees that shade the streets make it a pleasant place to stroll. Because most of the buildings are now 
offices, they're not open to visitors. A 90-minute guided walking tour of the area takes place March-October Saturday 



Capital Metro 
Provides bus service for the Austin area. In addition to its regular routes, which require a fare, Capital Metro operates 
the free 'Dillo routes downtown and around the University of Texas. Most of the 'Dillo buses run Monday-Friday 7 am-8 
pm. The Moonlight 'Dillo runs Thursday-Saturday 6 pm-3 am and loops around the West End, the Warehouse District 
and Sixth Street. Many (but not all) 'Dillo buses are replicas of vintage trolley cars. Fare on regular routes is US$0.50. 
Exact change required. Phone 512-474-1200. Toll-free 800-474-1201. http://www.capmetro.org. 

Taxi 

Several taxi companies operate in the Austin area. You'll find plenty of cabs waiting at the airport, but you'll need to call 
and arrange a pickup elsewhere in the city. Hailing cabs from the street is not common. Austin Cab (phone 512-478-
2222) and Yellow Cab (phone 512-452-9999) are two dependable companies. 

Train 

Amtrak 
The Texas Eagle runs through Austin on its way between Chicago and San Antonio. The station is convenient to the 
central city. 250 N. Lamar Blvd., West End, Austin. Phone 512-476-5684. Toll-free 800-872-7245. 
http://www.amtrak.com. 

For More Information 

Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau 
The bureau provides meeting planning and convention services. Monday-Friday 8 am-5 pm. 301 Congress Ave., Suite 
200, downtown, Austin.  

The full Weissmann Report features more Convention & Visitors information, and more than 100 additional 
entries including a complete Calendar of Events so you can plan around festivals and events ranging from 
major to interesting and obscure. 
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